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Every town and city has its story, but few have a history that is essential to understanding how the modern 
world was made. Manchester was the first industrial city and arguably the first modern city. In the nineteenth 
century it was recognised across the globe as a symbol of industrialism and modernity. Its global reach stretched 
beyond industrialism as such and encompassed the political and economic ideas that the industrial revolution 
spawned.  As the industrial base on which the city and region had depended for two centuries collapsed in the 
later twentieth century the city had to take a new path. This it has done with remarkable success and twenty-
first century Manchester is recognised as the post-industrial city that has been most successful in reinventing 
itself. 

Appreciating how this has happened is as much a key to understanding Manchester as is knowledge of its past 
greatness. Written by leading experts on the history of the city and with numerous insights and unexpected 
stories, this profusely illustrated book is essential for an understanding of what Manchester has been and what 
it can become.

It will be published in June 2016. To take advantage of a special offer, please fill in the form below.


